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Sir: 

In response to the December 29, 2004, Office Action, please consider the following: 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-15 and 19-23 are pending in this application. By the Office Action, claims 
1-3, 10-11,21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b); claims 1-5,9-15, 20-21 and 23 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a); and claims 6-8, 19 and 22 are objected to. 
I. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indication that claims 6-8, 18 and 22 are 
objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but are otherwise allowable. For 
all of the reasons set forth below, all of the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 


